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Making Progress, But Still Falling Short: 
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Statutory Characteristic # of 
States 
(2015) 

# of States 
(5/13/2020) 

Best/better practices are increasing, such as…   

Age floors set or raised:   

Age floor of “18, no exceptions” 0 4 

Threshold of “legal adulthood” (4 states with “no exceptions” to age 18, plus 7 
states with “exceptions for emancipated minors”) 

0 11 

Age floor of 17 2 9 

Age floor of 16 11 22 

Max age difference between a minor and an intended spouse applies  0 11 

All minors must get judicial approval to marry (or to be emancipated/thereafter 
married) 

8 17 

Minors are appointed counsel for judicial hearings 2 8 

Waiting period is required before issuing a minor a marriage license  2 6 

When judicial approval is required, the judge must consider the minor’s best interests 17 20 

Statute expressly clarifies that parental consent does not prove a marriage is in the 
minor’s best interests 

0 3 

Statute expressly clarifies that pregnancy does not prove a marriage is in the 
minor’s best interests 

6 10 

When judicial approval is required, the judge must consider the minor’s 
maturity/capacity  

6 16 

When judicial approval is required, the judge must consider whether the marriage is 
voluntary 

6 13 

When judicial approval is required, the judge must consider criminal records, 
protection orders, and/or a history of abuse 

2 6 

Minors are given information on the rights and responsibilities of parties to a 
marriage and/or of emancipated minors, and on the rights and resources available to 
victims of domestic violence 

0 5 

    

Worst practices are decreasing, such as…    

No age floor  28 10 

Low age floor (below age 16) 9 5 

Different exceptions based on gender, leaving girls more vulnerable 5 1 

Pregnancy exception can drop the legal age to marry 10 5 

Judicial approval is not required for older minors to marry, just parental consent 41 29 

When judicial approval is required, the judge is given little to no guidance for making 
decisions 

29 13 

When judicial approval is required, the judge does not have to specialize in family law 
or juvenile matters 

30 22 
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